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Connecting You to the Information
and Resources You Need!
Spring 2025 1-39 News Update

The 1-39 Logistics Corridor is all about helping you connect to the proximity vital for logistics,
manufacturing, company headquarters, raw resources and materials, data centers, and
industry and business clusters. We identify site criteria important for the Chicago area,
which handles more freight than any other city in the country.

For more information, please visit the 1-39 Logistics Corridor Website.

Midwest Refrigerated Services Builds in Belvidere

Belvidere. Midwest Refrigerated '
Services has built a new cold i

storage facility on Belvidere’s
southwest side at 1245 Irene Road,
just north of the Irene Road and 1-90
Interchange. The 200,000 sq. ft.
facility is expected to open soon and
will offer 40,000 pallet positions of
refrigerated storage. The $50 million
facility plans to provide 50 new jobs. Midwest Refrigerated Services also operates a second
Belvidere facility.

Amazon Building Last Mile DC in Ottawa

Ottawa. Amazon began constructing a last mike distribution facility in the Ottawa Industrial Park in
the fall of 2024. The 50,800 sq. ft. facility
will bring at least 100 new jobs to Ottawa.
According to Mayor Robb Hasty, the “last
mile” facility will dispatch 100 to 150
delivery vans in the mid-morning, that are
expected to return late afternoon or early
evening. Amazon semi-trailer deliveries
will supply the operation in the early
morning hours.

The facility in the Ottawa Industrial Park is S
located at US Route 6/State Route 71and
Technology Drive. Location of the facility =
was directed by the Ryan Companies.
While TIF and enterprise zone incentives
were available, none were requested or
provided by the city.
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Ollie’s Bargain Outlet DC Grand Opening in Princeton

Princeton. Ollie’s Bargain Outlet announced the grand
opening of its Princeton with a ribbon cutting on August 21,
2024. The new distribution center is the company’s fourth
distribution center and enables the company to expand
further into the Midwest region of the country. The new
distribution center is 615,000 sq. ft., and represents a $75
million investment. The company indicated that it would
initially support service to 60 stores and has the capability
to eventually serve 150 stores.

"Our investment in the lllinois distribution center underscores our commitment to delivering
exceptional value to our customers while supporting economic growth in the communities we serve,"
said Eric van der Valk, President at Ollie's. "As we work towards opening more than 1,300 stores
nationwide, this new facility is key to supporting our expansion."

PCIl Pharma Expanding in Rockford

Rockford. PCI Pharma is constructing a new 345,000 sq. ft., facility in Rockford to add to a new
200,000 sq. ft. facility announced previously, bringing the Rockford campus to 545,000 sq. ft in two
buildings. These expansions are part of a $365 million investment that included projects elsewhere
including an expansion in Dublin, Ireland.

According to a Fierce Pharma news story in September 2024, the Rockford expansion represents
the crown jewel in PCI's expansion plan The project will consist of new space for advanced drug
delivery injectable packaging and
130,000 square feet of extra
warehouse space for products
across all development phases.

The site will house scalable
technology for assembly and
packaging of vials, prefilled
syringes, autoinjectors and pen-
cartridge combinations, PCI said.
PCI expects the Rockford
expansion to come online in two
phases, with operations poised to
kick off there during third quarter of
2025.
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Data Center Projects Pending in Several Communities

Rochelle, Cherry Valley, DeKalb. Several data center projects have been identified in several
communities in the -39 Logistics Corridor. Tom Demmer, of the Lee-Ogle Enterprise Zone, reported
that a couple of data center projects are considering sites in Rochelle. Pamela Lopez-Fettes of
Growth Dimensions in Boone County indicated that Microsoft has been undertaking due diligence
after receiving development approval in Cherry Valley for a site located in the Boone County
Enterprise Zone that will be located in the vicinity of US Highway 20 and Wheeler Road. Similarly,
Melissa Amedeo of DeKalb County EDC and Dominic Carbonari of JLL reported that Karis
Acquisitions and Steven Goldin have received development agreement approval for a 1,750,000 sq.
ft. development containing 7 buildings for data center halls near on the southeast corner of 1-88 and
Peace Road interchange in DeKalb.

Byron Nuclear Plant Prepares for Data Centers

Byron — Ogle County. Several improvements and facilities are in the works for the Byron Nuclear
Plant owned by Constellation Energy and is a primary supplier of electricity for ComEd service
territory in Northern lllinois.

First, the Byron and Braidwood projects involve replacing the main turbines with state-of-the-art, high
efficiency units that are expected to add approximately 135 carbon-free megawatts of output at the
nuclear plants. Constellation expects to see increased output at the stations as early as 2026, with
the full uprated output available by 2029. Work on the uprates will occur in stages during scheduled
refueling outages.

Second, the Byron nuclear power plant stands alone — surrounded by hundreds of acres of flat farm
fields in Ogle County. However, the area could shift as “Big Tech” searches for “big” power.

In August 2024, the Ogle County Board approved a rezoning of 524 acres surrounding the Byron
power plant site. Constellation Energy (owner and operator of the Byron plant) requested a change
from agricultural to industrial, according to WIFR-TV Rockford news reports.

The move echoes other recent moves by Constellation Energy. In September 2024, the company

inked a deal with Microsoft to restart the Three Mile Island nuclear plant and power artificial
intelligence (Al) data centers.

Infinity Truck Sales Builds New Facility in DeKalb

— — P —

DeKalb. Infinity Truck Sales has §
constructed a new sales and N
maintenance on DeKalb’s south side
in the South Industria; Park. The
new facility has a large lot for display
of used semi-tractor and trailer
equipment. The new building has
repair and maintenance facilities as
well.

Infinity Truck Sales, Inc. is conveniently located just outside the Chicago suburbs in Dekalb, IL south
of 1-88 at Exit 91. Specializing in selling used heavy equipment such as Semi Tractors, Van Trailers,
Flatbed Trailers, Reefer Trailers and more.
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General Mills Opens New Belvidere DC

Belvidere. General Mills, United Facilities, and Belvidere area government and economic
development officials joined to celebrate the grand opening in April 2024. The 1.3 million sq. ft.
facility is located on Belvidere’s southwest side on Irene Road just north of bypass US 20 and just
north of the 1-90/Irene Road Interchange. The new DC is being operated by United Facilities.
According to a news report from WREX-TV, General Mills is partnering with United Facilities, Inc., to
merge with smaller General Mills distribution establishments to upgrade the company’s efficiency in
the region.

According to WIFR-TV, General Mills senior planning, logistics and customer fulfillment director Phill
West says the facility will support the company’s manufacturer facility at 915 E Pleasant Street in
Belvidere, which has served that area for over 20
years. The new distribution center is the first fully
automated facility in General Mills’ history.
Roughly 45 automated machines work with
between 55 to 70 employees to fulfill service
operations.

According the WREX-TV: “We are excited to put
people to work. We do this all over the United
States with General Mills and other customers.
Coming here to Belvidere has been a great
opportunity. We have great interest in our jobs
and the opportunities here,” said Larry Yocum,
Vice President of Operations for United Facilities.’

Kraft Heinz Expanding in ChicagoWest Business Center

DeKalb. Krusinski Construction has resumed construction of the Kraft Heinz 775,000 sq. ft., $400
million automated consumer product goods distribution center in DeKalb’s ChicagoWest Business
Center adjoining the 1-88 and
Peace Road interchange. The
facility will have rail access from
the Union Pacific RR. The state-
of-the-art automated facility is
expected to employ 150 people.

The facility will be responsible for
distributing over 60% of Heinz's
food service business and
approximately 30% of all dry
goods, allowing them to double
their previous volume with the
help of a 24/7 automated storage
and retrieval system.

For the creation of the new center, Kraft Heinz has partnered with Trammell Crow Company (TCC),
Krusinski Construction Company (KCC), Daifuku, the City of DeKalb, and the DeKalb County
Economic Development Corporation (DCEDC).
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Lee County Ind. Dev. Assoc. to Provide Econ. Dev. Services in Rochelle

Rochelle. In July, the Rochelle City Council approved an agreement with the Lee County Industrial
Development Association (LCIDA) to provide economic development services to Rochelle, beginning
with the retirement of Jason Anderson at the end of 2024, although the agreement started on July 1,
2024 to facilitate the transition.

Tom Demmer, the current CEO of LCIDA, will be the lead economic development contact as part of
the relationship. The arrangement reflects cooperation between Rochelle and the LCIDA because
the Lee-Ogle Enterprise Zone benefits and encompassed both government jurisdictions. Also, much
of the new industrial development land south of I-88 in Rochelle is located in Lee County.

According to the Rochelle News-Leader, “Tom has always had a great working relationship with the
city from when he was in the legislature and helped us out quite a bit and since he's come on with
LCIDA he's had a great partnership with Jason,” Fiegenschuh said. “With Jason's retirement, |
started looking for a way to continue the economic development success we've had. Tom does a
very good job. He's well-connected and great to work with. It seemed to make sense as a way to
continue our economic development program in a successful way as Jason transitioned out.”

Fiegenschuh said that long-term, he believes a regional approach to economic development makes
sense and the new agreement will allow for more partnerships and synergy with the City of Dixon
and Lee County.

“We came at it from the perspective of, 'This is a new opportunity to build a regional partnership,"”
Demmer said. “When you try to attract an economic development project, there are some things that
depend on where you are for infrastructure and utilities. But on a broader scale, things like workers
and investments are on a much more regional scale. This was a great chance to do this with a lot of
developments that are going to be happening in Rochelle and in Lee County. We're able to work
together and make the most of this benefit for our entire region.”

Cole Pallet Expands in former SK Tools Building

Sycamore. Cole Pallet has purchased the
124,000 sq. ft. former SK Tools building in
the Sycamore Prairie Business Park.

Cole Pallet is a 10-year-old company that
started in DeKalb.

The company provides new and custom
pallets, food grade pallets, coil skids,
repairs and re-manufactured pallets,
custom and export crating, custom
packaging, stretch film, cut to size
corrugate, slip sheets and other related
products and services. The Sycamore
location is also hosts a location for CoVar
Transport, providing customized logistics
and transportation services.
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Dixon |-88 Gateway Development

Dixon. Located at the Interstate 88 ramp, Dixon Gateway is a prime development opportunity that is
supported by a strong partnership of LCIDA, the City of Dixon, Xsite Real Estate, and Walsh
Partners. The site is within the Lee-Ogle Enterprise Zone, the Fargo Creek TIF District, and a
designated Opportunity Zone.
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In the past year several new tenants have begun operations, including Chipotle, Jersey Mike's,
Casey's gas station, a new 16,000 square foot child care center operated by the Dixon Family
YMCA, T-Mobile, LA Nails, Terrabis cannabis dispensary, and nearby the Tru by Hilton hotel.
Opening soon will be Fairfield Inn by Marriott and Water Castle Car Wash. Sites are still available for
further development.

Stellantis Re-Commits to Add Pickup Truck at Belvidere Assembly

Belvidere. The Belvidere Assembly plant will be re-tooled for production of a pickup truck by year
2027, and was announced by parent company Stellantis in late 2024. According to the Rockford
Register Star, the plant will re-open with two shifts and employ 1,500 workers when it begins
production in 2027. Much of the retooling work will occur during 2025 and 2026. Stellantis has said
that plans for battery manufacturing and a mega hub parts distribution facility are being re-evaluated.
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Rockford Planning New Industrial Area North of Airport

Rockford. The City of Rockford has engaged SB Friedman and Associates to undertake an
industrial park development area at the US 20 Bypass interchange with US 2. The location adjoins
the Chicago Rockford International Airport and is just a few miles west of -39 and 1-90. The location
would have accessibility to the airport for air freight shipments. It would have proximity to the RFD
Cargo terminal discussed below. The land would be included in the Foreign Trade Zone which may
take on benefits that would be valuable relative to the new tariffs being imposed by the federal
government.

Interchange Site Context
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The attached graphic provides a depiction of the land under consideration for majr infrastructure
improvements. Potential uses would include distribution, logistics, manufacturing, fulfillment, data
centers, and many related trucking and commercial; uses.
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Chicago Rockford International Airport Surpasses ATL in Cargo

Rockford. In 2024, 3.14 billion pounds of landed weight traveled through RFD, making it
the third largest year ever for its air cargo operations. With a 1.5 percent increase from
2023, the year-over-year growth can be credited in part by RFD’s relationships with new
international partners and current airport tenants, according to a January press release
from the airport.

The PR release further reported:
“Last year, UPS celebrated its
30" anniversary at RFD. In April,
UPS was awarded a significant
air cargo contract by the United
States Postal Service (USPS),
making UPS its primary air
cargo provider and responsible
for moving much of its air cargo
in the U.S. This addition as well
as increased flights by Amazon
Air and Maersk Air Cargo helped
to drive growth in 2024 and
RFD expects that growth to
continue in 2025."

“We value our long-term
partnerships with UPS, Amazon
Air, and Maersk Air Cargo and
the contributions they bring to
our regional economy. We look
forward to the continued
success in 2025,” said Zack
Oakley, Executive Director of RFD."

For more information about RFD cargo, visit REDCargo.com.

Sites and Buildings Information on the 1-39 Website

Site and building information is available on the -39 website. Economic developers in the 1-39
Corridor list sites and buildings on Location One. Following is a website link:

https://i39logisticscorridor.com/sites-buildings/
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ATTENTION: More Projects to come in 2025

Projects Are Springing up along I-39!
Brought to you from the
Partners of the 1-39 Logistics Corridor.

For membership and other inquires, see please contact us:

Roger Hopkins, Administrator and Marketing Director
Email: rhopkins@i39logisticscorridor.com
Text/Phone: 630-219-8341

For more information, please go to our website: http://www.i39logisticscorridor.com
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